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Looking for a fun diversion using the library databases?  Use the Historical Newspapers 

database to look up what articles appeared in historical newspapers on your birthday!  

For a quick and easy search, enter your birthday in the WHAT HAPPENED ON… box at the top 

right of the Historical Newspapers home page.  This returns all document types from all 

newspapers in our subscription: New York Times, Guardian/Observer, and three historic African 

American newspapers: Chicago Defender, Los Angeles Sentinel, and Baltimore Afro American. 

 

If you’d like to see the front page of the New York Times as if you were holding the actual 

newspaper back in the day, here’s how to use Advanced Search to make that happen. 

1. In the date Select fields of Advanced Search, select “Between” then type your birthday 

twice in the two date boxes that follow (see below). 

2. In the Publication field of Advanced Search, select New York Times (see below). 

3. In the Article type field of Advanced Search, check front page (see below). 

4. Click SEARCH 
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Selecting from Search Results 

When the search results appear, skim for an article that appears on p. 1, such as “38. Location 

Devices’ Use Rises, Prompting Privacy Concerns” below.  Notice how this result lists only the 

date and p.1 rather than p. BU1 (as in #42 in this same screen shot).  If letters precede the page 

number, this indicates the article appeared in a section other than the first section of the paper, 

such as AR (Arts), BU (Business), SP (Sports), LI (Long Island), or NJ (New Jersey). 

 

Moving between Article-image and Page-map views 

To read the selected article, click on the article’s title or 

the “article image” link (sample image clip on left).  

To view the entire page on which the article appeared, in 

this case the front 

page of the New 

York Times, select 

“page map” under the article’s title in your search results 

OR from the menu above the article in article-image mode. 

 

In page-map view, use the cursor (which appears as a 

hand) to click on an article, advertisement, image, or 

cartoon at which you’d like to take a closer look. This will 

open that specific selection in article-image view so you 

can read it.  When you finish reading it, click on “page-map 

version” to return to the full-page view.  


