
Renaissance Research Tips from the MW Library 

Look for a variety of sources: print books, digitized books (a.k.a. e-books), 

authoritative web sites, etc.).  You can find many through the MW Library. 

Most of Shakespeare’s creative works (as well as some companion materials) can be 

found at call number 822.3 in the MW Library (and your public library). 

Do preliminary reading in general and specialized encyclopedias and similar 

sources before looking for scholarly journal articles about your topic. Take note of… 

 Subtopics and headings used to organize information about your topic 

 Names of key people, terms, events, etc. associated with the topic 

 The themes and main ideas that surface in the sources you read about your 

topic (Do any contradict each other? How are they related?) 

These notes will help you refine your strategy as you search for sources. 

Practice active reading to speed learning, improve memory, and make your 

research process more efficient.  Whether you find a source online or in print, take a 

few minutes to skim the source, think about it, and jot down your questions and 

thoughts before moving on to the next source.  Avoid passive cutting & pasting! 

For print sources, check the reserve shelf behind the library’s circulation desk and 

search the library’s online catalog available at school and from home. 

 

For online sources, including e-books, use the project guide developed to support 

your assignment.  This will link you to relevant databases, web sites, and e-books.   

 The MAIN database for literature study is the Literary Reference Center.   

 For more e-books, search NetLibrary, HRC World, & Virtual Reference Library. 

 To search Encyclopedia of the Renaissance within HRC World, go to Advanced 

Search, select Source from the drop-down menu and type Renaissance in the 

related box.  Don’t forget to use a broad search term in the other search box. 

 For detailed scholarly articles, try Project Muse and/or JSTOR.  

http://10.2.1.252/common/welcome.jsp?site=100
http://76.161.137.212/
http://delicious.com/dragonlibrary/arnold_renaissance
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=lrc
http://www.netlibrary.com/
http://find.galegroup.com/menu/start?userGroupName=rich82127&prod=History
http://find.galegroup.com/menu/start?userGroupName=rich82127&prod=GVRL-0
http://find.galegroup.com/menu/start?userGroupName=rich82127&prod=History
http://muse.jhu.edu/
http://www.jstor.org/search/AdvancedSearch

